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P11ntller Sports News

March 30, 1983

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports lnfor71Ultion Director
OfFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--The annual Panther Club Fund Drive supporting Eastern Illinois
University athletics will commence Monday (April 4).
Over 150 volunteers working through the auspices of the EIU athletic department and
Panther Club organization will attempt to raise $180,000 during the month of April.
"Last year we set a goal of $180,000 and topped that with cash pledges and in-kind
services totaling $202,000.

The board again felt $180,000 was a reasonable goal although

optimistically we'd like to set another record by topping $200,000," said EIU Athletic
Director R. C. Johnson.
The pledge drive commissioner is Charleston attorney Ogden Brainard.

He along with

Johnson, new Panther Club President Roger Dettro, mayor of Mattoon, and Vice-President
Carl Koerner, Effingham businessman, have devised the game plan.
"We will have the same basic approach and organization as in past years whereby we
have six fund raising teams with the Panther Club Board of Directors heading each 25-person
team," said Dettro.
"With 150 active fund raisers we believe we'll reach those people that have long shown
their support for the Panther athletic program • • • that's the key to a successful fund
drive.
"Last year during some tough economic times we had a dedicated group of workers who
surpassed even what the board though was feasible.

With the economic picture a bit brighter

this spring, we're confident of reaching our goal again," Dettro said.
Johnson emphasized these six teams would be primarily working the Charleston-Mattoon
area although "we've had good success expanding into other area communities.
"Our golf outings have gone well in Effingham, Paris, Robinson and Decatur and we're
making plans to do more in the Peoria region," said Johnson.
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PANTHER CLUB FUND DRIV.
ADD 1

Team One is headed by Jerry Bennett, Bob Hickman,

Eli Sidwell and Ray Suddarth.

Koerner, Charlie White, Jim Allee and Harry Gaines head up Team Two.
Dettro, Obed Henderson and Dick Cain lead Team Three.

Art Marzano, Allen Heath,

Woody Kramer and Dave Musgrave are Team Four.
Bob Rupel, Gene Hoots, Doug Heaton and Dick Stark are Team Five.

J. W. Oglesby,

Earl Walden, Bob Kovack and Norm Endsley are Team Six.
There are seven membership levels, $25, 100, 250, 500, 1000, 3000 and 10,000.
The drive will officially conclude with a fourth quarter report on Monday, May 3
followed by the annual Victory/Awards Banquet on Friday, May 13.
Team One raised over $43,000 to earn the Most Valuable Team award last year.
Bob Kovack of Mattoon was the Most Valuable Player with over $7000 in pledges.
Dettro was presented the Glen Hesler Award which annually goes to an individual who
makes an outstanding contribution throughout the year to EIU athletics.
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